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Course Description and Objectives: 
 
This course introduces the subject of environmental change in American history, 
covering topics on human-nature interactions from the colonial period to the present.  
You will be encouraged to think about environmental history from four different 
angles.  First, you will consider how humans have depended on, interacted with, and 
been shaped by the natural world over time.  Second, you will study how Americans 
have perceived and assigned meaning to the natural world around them.  Third, you 
will learn how human attitudes and actions have altered or reshaped the American 
landscape.  Fourth, you will become sensitive to the gendered, class, and racial aspects 
of environmental change.   
 
Environmental history is one of the fastest growing and most innovative fields in the 
larger discipline of history, and much of the pioneering work has been done on 
American topics.  Environmental history cuts across many different subfields and 
draws on interdisciplinary research.  The historical perspective you gain in this course 
will give you an important foundation for studies in other historical and environmental 
fields.  We will try to view environmental history as more than a discrete subfield.  
Instead, we will think about how to integrate the environment into larger narratives of 
American history.  We will also consider the possible contributions that environmental 
history could make to contemporary environmental controversies and policymaking.  
 
Coursework will involve readings, documentary films/clips, discussions, essays, and 
presentations.  Readings, which are the heart of the course, will include writings, 
documents, and other sources from the period under study -- primary sources.  For each 
meeting, we will also read work by environmental historians, scholars, and journalists – 
secondary sources – on various topics.  Study guides will be provided with questions 
for in-class discussion.  Please review these before each class meeting.   
 
This class invites you to go further than mastering concrete historical facts about 
environmental history.  It asks you to think historically, to develop explanations for 
why the past unfolded as it did, rather than along some other path.  You will practice 
the skills used by professional historians – posing informed questions and then 
discovering and analyzing historical evidence and writings to answer those questions.  
In addition to expanding your knowledge base, this course aims to improve your oral 
and written expression of ideas and sharpen your skills in critical reading and writing.   
 
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Required Texts 
The following required books may be purchased at the Iowa Hawk Shop, Prairie Lights 
Bookstore (15 S. Dubuque St), or from most book retailers on-line:   
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Ted Steinberg, Down to Earth: Nature’s Role in American History, 4th Edition (Oxford 
2019)  
 
Ellen Griffith Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement Post-1945 
(Routledge 2020).   
 
Both of these titles are also available as an e-book through InfoHawk+ at UI Libraries, 
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/. 
 
Additional readings and resources are posted in PDF form or by link on the Canvas 
course website. 
 
Expectations 
The general expectation is that you come to the course eager to learn about American 
environmental history.  The course is designed with the assumption that you have little 
prior knowledge of the subject.  It helps for you to have some background in U.S. 
history, but this is not required. 
 
According to University of Iowa guidelines, in a three-semester-hour course, students 
should expect (on average) 6 additional hours of outside work per week or a total 
around 9 hours per course if classroom time is included.  A student taking 5 courses (3 
s.h. each) should expect to spend around 45 hours a week on academic work.  The 
university considers 45 hours of academic work a week the norm.   
 
We will be using the UIowa Canvas/ICON Course Management Website, 
https://uiowa.instructure.com to manage materials for the class.  The syllabus, PDFs of 
readings, website links, announcements, and grades can all be accessed through 
Canvas.  Remember to check the Canvas course website regularly.  You should also 
check your UIowa email account daily for messages or updates from me.  Also be alert 
to weekly communications from me via “Announcements” in Canvas.  These will be 
my principal means of communicating with you outside of class. 
 
Need help with ICON or technology? Please contact the ITS Helpdesk (319 384-HELP). 
 
Format 
Each 75-minute class meeting will be conducted primarily through lectures and 
discussions, with a greater emphasis on discussion.  You are responsible for arriving to 
class prepared for discussion and having done the assigned reading for the day.  During 
Weeks 1-10, I will provide study guides in advance.  The purpose of these is to help 
focus your reading and set the discussion agenda.  You should take notes on both 
discussions and lectures.  Part of learning is listening actively and taking notes on 
things you find important.   
 
Drop-In Hours: Tues 3:30-5:30pm & Wed 12:30-1:30pm, and by appointment.  During 
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these times, I will be available to meet either in my office (masked and socially 
distanced) or via Zoom. My “Personal Meeting Room” link is: 
https://uiowa.zoom.us/j/9397749856.  Please speak with me whenever you have any 
questions about the course materials or requirements, if you need help, or would like to 
know more about a particular topic.  If your schedule makes it difficult for you to come 
to my office hours, send me an email or talk to me after class so that we can set up an 
appointment at some time that works for both of us.  Email is the best way to contact 
me outside of the classroom. My policy is to respond to all student emails during 
weekdays within 24 hours.  I cannot guarantee that I will respond to emails on 
weekends, but I usually find time to do so. 

UI COVID-19 Policy for Fall 2021 
“The University of Iowa strongly encourages students, faculty, and staff to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19.  The university also encourages students, faculty, and 
staff to wear a face mask while on campus, and strongly encourages the use of face 
masks in all classroom settings and during in-person office hours.  However, face mask 
usage is not required except on CAMBUS and in specified research and healthcare 
settings.” 

Students should feel comfortable wearing masks in class if they choose.  I am vaccinated 
and will be wearing a mask during in-person classes and during in-person office hours 
to help reduce the spread of the Delta Variant of COVID-19 

Attendance and Participation 
This is a medium-sized class taught mainly in discussion format.  It demands a high 
level of engagement by students with the readings and assignments.  Your attendance 
and attention are required for the entire 75-minute period.  Come to class having 
thoroughly prepared from the readings assigned for that day and be ready to discuss 
them.  I will call on students for their input.  Occasionally, in-class activities will 
include short writing assignments to gauge your preparation and comprehension.  
The results of these will be factored into your attendance and participation grade, 30 
percent of which constitutes your final grade for the course.  If you are unable to attend 
class because of illness, authorized University activities, or other circumstances that 
warrant special attention, you must notify me by email or telephone at the earliest 
possible opportunity or within 24 hours of missing the class.  Only an excused absence 
entitles students to make up graded work.  You are allowed two unexcused absences 
without suffering a penalty.  I urge you to save these absences to use in the event of a 
minor illness.  Each unexcused absence beyond that will result a point deduction.  You 
are allowed two excused absences for short-term illness without medical documentation, 
provided that you notify me by email within 24 hours of missing the class.  For illness 
that requires you to miss class more than two classes, you must provide documentation 
for the absence, which may include a list of appointments from MyChart.  For long-
term absences (generally, more than five days of classes), I will require a notification 
from the Registrar of the reasons for the absences.    
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If a personal crisis affects your ability to complete the course or affects an entire 
semester’s registration, you should immediately contact CLAS Academic Programs and 
Student Development (120 Schaeffer Hall).   
 
Classroom Conduct 
Arrive to class on time and be attentive for the entire period.  If you arrive late, come in 
quietly – but don’t make arriving late a habit.  During class time, do not chat with 
neighbors, read materials unrelated to class, or otherwise disturb the meeting.  Class 
discussion works much better if people can see and interact with each other.  
 
Personal Electronic Devices 
Laptop computers are allowed in the classroom, provided that they are used only for 
notetaking, consulting course readings, or tasks directly related to the course.  All 
phones and handheld devices must be stowed away during class time.  Silence all cell 
phones before you enter the room.  Do not answer phones or send/check messages 
during class.  At all times, please be respectful of classmates and the professor.  The 
goal is to learn from others’ ideas in an open, tolerant atmosphere.  At all times, please 
be respectful of classmates and the professor.  The goal is to learn from others’ ideas in 
an open, tolerant atmosphere. 
 
Evaluation 
At a Glance: 
Assignment                    Due Date  Points/Percentage 
Attendance            Ongoing        20 points (10%) 
Participation                    Ongoing        40 points (20%) 
Essays (three total)          Various        60 points (30%) 
Presentation/Discussion Lead        Various                     30 points (15%) 
Contextual Papers (five total)                 Various        50 points (25%) 
Total               200 points (100%) 
 
Course Letter Grade: 
There will be 200 points possible in the course, corresponding to the percentages listed 
above.  Your final grade will be calculated according to the following scale: 
 
200-185 – A 
184-180 – A- 
179-173 – B+ 
172-165 – B 
164-160 – B- 
159-153 – C+ 
152-145 – C 
144-140 – C- 
139-133 – D+ 
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132-125 – D 
124-120 – D- 
119-       -- F 
 
A grade: demonstrates exceptional work that goes beyond the mere recitation of content 
encountered in the class.  Written A work demonstrates a high level of critical thinking 
and analysis and the ability to synthesize concepts learned throughout the semester to 
produce an insightful perspective on the subject at hand.  To achieve an A, students 
must consistently attend class and demonstrate preparedness.  
 
B grade: attempts critical thinking and analysis and shows solid grasp of the required 
reading. Students who achieve B-level work consistently attend class and demonstrate 
preparedness. 
 
C grade: demonstrates a basic level of effort and competence with the course materials 
but also gaps in critical thinking, comprehension or synthesis of the material, and 
incomplete command of basic facts.  Irregular attendance often results in C-level work. 
 
D grade: does not meet basic standards of competency in the course.  D-level work 
shows incomprehension of the course content and falls short of expectations for college-
level coursework. A significant number of absences and a failure to complete 
assignments often result in substandard work. 
 
Grades for assignments will be returned and posted within 10 days usually no sooner 
than one week after the assignments are submitted. 
 
There is a window of two weeks for appealing grades.  Once you have received a grade 
for a given assignment, you have two weeks to appeal if you think you have received 
an incorrect score.  For example, I will not consider an appeal at the end of the semester 
for the first paper.  Rarely, and almost only in the case of an obvious error, do I change 
grades. 
 
Attendance  
I will take class attendance every period.  Grading criteria is as follows: 
20 – No more than 2 unexcused absences during the semester 
17 – No more than 3 unexcused absences during the semester 
15 – No more than 4 unexcused absences 
13 – No more than 5 unexcused absences 
11 – No more than 6 unexcused absences 
0 – More than 6 unexcused absences 
“F” for class – More than 10 unexcused absences 
 
Participation 
Participation will be evaluated in a number of ways, including timely arrival to class, 
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oral participation, and occasional in-class assignments such as small group discussion 
and short writing assignments. 
 
36-40 – frequent and insightful participation demonstrating a consistently high level of 
preparation and intellectual effort 
32-35 – frequent and informed participation in class discussion that indicates good 
preparation 
28-31 – infrequent participation in discussion that reflects merely adequate preparation 
and effort 
15-27 – infrequent participation and inadequate preparation 
14 or below – little-to-no participation 
 
*If it becomes apparent that many students are coming to class unprepared, I will begin 
requiring written answers to the study guide questions prior to class. 
 
Essays 
Over the first ten weeks, you will submit three (3) essays on assigned topics covered in 
the readings and discussion.  You will receive a question or prompt at least one week 
before the paper is due.  Each paper should be at least 5 pages (1,250 words) in length 
and submitted as a Word document electronically through Canvas.  You will have the 
option to revise and resubmit one of the three papers for a higher grade, based on 
feedback you receive on your initial drafts.  Each essay will be worth twenty (20) points.  
Further instructions will be provided. 
 
Presentations 
The last five and 1/2 weeks (Weeks 10-15) of class will devoted to individual student 
presentations and discussions on various topics associated with the modern American 
environmental movement.  Each student will be assigned to one of the topics listed in 
the schedule and will make a 10-minute presentation based on research using at least 
two secondary sources and one primary source.  There will be three presentations 
scheduled for each class meeting.  The three students presenting will also lead general 
discussion for that day.  The Presentation/Discussion Lead assignment is worth thirty 
(30) points.  Further instructions will be provided. 
 
Contextual Papers 
In each of the last five and 1/2 weeks, students will submit five (5) contextual papers.  
These are a 2-page (500 word) written response to the presentations given in class and 
accompanying readings, placing those topics in larger historical context.  Students will 
choose which one of the two eligible class presentations to write on for each week.  Each 
paper is worth ten (10) points.  Further instructions will be provided. 
 
Missed Assignments 
Only students whose absences are excused will be given the opportunity to make up 
overdue assignments without penalty.  It is expected that all work will be made up as 
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soon as possible after the missed assignment.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact 
the instructor immediately if a written assignment was missed (or is about to be 
missed).  Specific arrangements for make-ups will be made on a case-by-case basis.  
Unless there are truly extraordinary circumstances, students must contact the instructor 
within one day after the missed assignment to make arrangements.  
 
***Grades for each assignment will be posted within 10 days and usually no sooner than 
one week after the assignments are submitted. 
 

SCHEDULE 

Week 1 
8/24 – Introduction 
 
8/26 – What is Environmental History? 
Reading: Sarah Phillips, “Environmental History,” AHA Pamphlet (PDF); Steinberg, 
Down to Earth, “Preface” (pp. xi-xiv). 

 
  
Week 2:  
8/31 – The American Environmental Imagination 
Reading: Jedediah Purdy, After Nature: A Politics for the Anthropocene, 1-50 (PDF); Spears, 
Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Introduction” (pp. 1-15). 
 
9/2 – The First Americans 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, “Prologue: Rocks and History,” and “Chapter 1: 
Wilderness Under Fire” (pp. xvi-12). 
Primary Sources: Columbus, Journal of the First Voyage, 1492-1493 (PDF); “Thomas 
Morton Praises the New English Canaan, 1632” (PDFs); “Henry M. Brackenridge to 
Thomas Jefferson, July 25, 1813” (PDF). 
 
 
Week 3 
9/7 – The Columbian Exchange 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 2, “A Truly New World” (pp. 19-23); 
Nathan Nunn and Nancy Qian, “The Columbian Exchange: A History of Disease, Food, 
and Ideas,” Journal of Economic Perspectives 24/2 (Spring 2010): 163-188 (PDF). 
Primary Sources: William Douglass, “A Digression Concerning the Small-Pox,” in A 
Summary, Historical and Political, of the First Planting, Progressive Improvements, and 
Present State of British Settlements in North-America (1760) (PDF); Father Joseph de 
Acosta, Chap. XXII, “Of Cacao and Coca,” in The Natural and Moral History of the Indies 
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(1604) (PDF); John Chamberlayne, “The Natural History of Tobacco,” in The Natural 
History of Coffee, Thee, Chocolate, Tobacco in Four Several Sections: With a Tract of Elder and 
Juniper-Berries, Shewing how Useful they may be in our Coffee-Houses: And also the way of 
making Mum, with some Remarks upon that Liquor (1682) (PDF). 
 
9/9 – A “New” World 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 2, “A Truly New World” (pp. 13-30). 
Primary Sources: “John Winthrop Sets Forth the Ground for Settling New England” 
(1629); William Wood, New Englands Prospect, Ch. 2 (1639). 
 
 
Week 4 
9/14 – Unfettered Accumulation 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 3, “Unfettered Accumulation” (pp. 40-54). 
Primary Source: Thomas Paine, Agrarian Justice (1797) (PDF), pp. 7-22. 
 
9/16 – Natural Law and American Revolutionaries 
Reading: Mark Fiege, “By the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God,” Chapter 2 in The 
Republic of Nature: An Environmental History of the United States (2012) (PDF); Spears, 
Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Natural Rights” in Chapter 1 (pp. 17-
20). 
Primary Source: Mary Wollstonecraft, “The Rights and Involved Duties of Mankind 
Considered,” Chapter 1 of A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792) (PDF). 
 
 
Week 5 
9/20 – Essay #1 Due, 5pm in Canvas 
 
9/21 – Nature and the New American Republic 
Primary Sources: The Hudson River School, Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/hurs/hd_hurs.htm; Explore Thomas Cole, 
http://www.explorethomascole.org/; Frederic Church’s Art, 
https://www.olana.org/history/%D1%81hurchs-art/; Albert Bierstadt, The Complete 
Works, https://www.albertbierstadt.org/.  
 
9/23 - A World of Commodities 
Reading: Ted Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 4, “A World of Commodities” (pp. 43-
58); Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, Beginning through 
“Reimagining Nature” in Chapter 1 (pp. 17-20). 
Primary Sources: Alexis de Tocqueville, Journey to America, pp. 328-341 (PDF); Henry 
David Thoreau, excerpt from Walden; or, Life in the Woods (PDF). 
Maps: Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States, 
https://dsl.richmond.edu/historicalatlas/143/k/?sidebar=toc.  Review these parts of 
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the atlas: Natural Environment, Growing Season, Area of Virgin Forest, 3A-3D; 
Industries and Transportation, 1620-1931, Improved Land, 144C-146B. 
 
 
Week 6 
9/28 – Slavery and the Environment 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 5, “King Climate in Dixie” (pp. 59-75). 
Primary Source: Celestia Avery, Library of Congress Slave Narrative (PDF). 
 
9/30 – The Great Food Fight 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 6, “The Great Food Fight” (pp. 76-84); Ted 
Widmer, “The Civil War’s Environmental Impact,” New York Times Opinionater 
(November 15, 2014), https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/15/the-civil-
wars-environmental-impact/. 
Primary Source: John Winterbottom, Civil War Diary, August-September 1863 (PDF). 
 
 
Week 7 
10/5 – The Extractive Society 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 7, “Extracting the New South” and Chapter 
8, “The Unforgiving West” (pp. 85-120). 
Primary Sources: William Gilpin, “The American Realizes That Progress Is Good,” in 
The Cosmopolitan Railway (1890) (PDF); Billy Dixon, “Memories of Buffalo Hunting” 
(PDF); Pretty-Shield: Medicine Woman of the Crows (PDF). 
 
10/7 – Progressive Conservation 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 9, “Conservation Reconsidered” and 
Chapter 10, “Death of the Organic City” (pp. 121-152); Spears, Rethinking the American 
Environmental Movement, “The Piggery Wars and Swill Milk” through 
“Conservationism and White Racial Advancement” in Chapter 1 (pp. 24-43). 
Primary Sources: Gifford Pinchot, “Prosperity,” The Fight for Conservation (1910) (PDF); 
John Muir, “Hetch Hetchy Valley,” The Yosemite (1912) (PDF). 
 
 
Week 8 
10/12 – Consuming Nature 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 11, “Moveable Feast” and Chapter 12, “The 
Secret History of Meat” (pp. 155-184); Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental 
Movement, “The New Deal Era” in Chapter 1 (pp. 43-46). 
Primary Sources: Drake Hotel, “Thanksgiving Menu, 1886” (PDF); C.G. Elliott, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, “Drainage of Farm Lands” (1904) (PDF). 
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10/14 – The Hydraulic Society 
In-Class Film: Cadillac Desert, Episode 2: The American Nile. 
 
10/15– Essay #2 Due, 5pm in Canvas 
 
 
Week 9 
10/19 – The Petroleum Society 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 13, “America in Black and Green” (pp. 185-
206); Chapter 14, “Throwaway Society” (pp. 207-220); and Chapter 16, “Capitalism 
Versus the Earth” (pp. 246-249). 
Primary Source: American Petroleum Institute, “Destination Earth” (1956), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fd8Dnz72C1Q.  
 
10/21 – The Trouble with Wilderness 
Reading: Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “New Conservation 
Groups” in Chapter 1 (pp. 46-47), “The Wilderness Movement Grows” in Chapter 2 (pp. 
67-70), and “The Wilderness Act of 1964” in Chapter 3 (pp. 90-91); William Cronon, 
“The Trouble with Wilderness: Or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature,” Environmental 
History 1, 1 (January 1996): 7-28 (PDF). 
Primary Sources: Wallace Stegner, “Wilderness Letter” (1960) (PDF); Howard Zahniser, 
“The Wilderness Act of 1964” (PDF). 
 
 
Week 10 
10/26 – The Postwar Rise of Environmentalism 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 15, “Shades of Green” (pp. 221-227), and 
Chapter 16, “Capitalism Versus the Earth” (pp. 249-253); Spears, Rethinking the American 
Environmental Movement, Beginning through “Ecology: Science and Activism” (pp. 55-
67) and “Urban Ecologies”(pp. 70-78) in Chapter 2. 
Primary Sources: “Fallout: The Silent Killer,” Saturday Evening Post (August 29, 1959) 
(PDF); Aldo Leopold, “Thinking Like a Mountain,” and “The Land Ethic,” Sand County 
Almanac (1949) (PDF); William Vogt, excerpt from Road to Survival (PDF). 
 
10/28 – Earth Days 
Reading:  Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 15, “Shades of Green” (pp. 227-230); Spears, 
Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “DDT Activism” and “Rachel Carson” 
in Chapter 2 (pp. 78-84), and “Fighting Pesticides” through “Earth Day, 1970” (pp. 91-
102) and “Population Growth and Control” (p. 117) in Chapter 3. 
Primary Sources: Rachel Carson, “A Fable for Tomorrow” and “And No Birds Sing,” 
Silent Spring (1962) (PDF in Canvas); Marvin Gaye, “Mercy, Mercy Me (The Ecology)” 
(1971), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9BA6fFGMjI.  
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Online Film: PBS American Experience: Earth Days (watch online through UI Libraries). 
 

• Population Anxieties/Population Bomb to Limits to Growth 
• Environmental Disasters/National Environmental Policy Act 

 
Week 11 
11/1 – Essay #3 Due, 5pm in Canvas 
 
11/2 – Environmental Organizing 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 15, “Shades of Green” (pp. 230-239); Spears, 
Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Black Ecology” through “No Nukes” 
(pp. 103-117) in Chapter 3, and “Radical and Libertarian Environmentalism” (155-156) 
in Chapter 4. 
Topics:   

• The Explosion of Environmental Laws in the 1970s 
• Public Interest Environmental Organizations 
• Radical Environmentalism/Greenpeace and Earth First! 

11/4 – Counter-Environmentalism 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 15, “Shades of Green” (pp. 239-244); Spears, 
Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, Beginning through “Environmental 
Activism Swells” (pp. 129-139) in Chapter 4. 
Topics: 

• James Watt/Sagebrush Rebellion 
• Heritage Foundation/Mandate for Leadership 
• Julian Simon/Cornucopianism 

 
Week 12 
11/9 – Toxic Pollution 
Reading: Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Grassroots Anti-
Toxics Campaigns” through “Three Mile Island” (pp. 118-123) and “Bhopal” through 
“Environment and Labor” (pp. 143-153) in Chapter 4; and “Earth Day 1990” through 
“Free Market Environmentalism” (pp. 164-173) in Chapter 5. 
Topics: 

• Love Canal/Superfund 
• Ozone and Acid Rain 
• Hanford/Nuclear Radiation 

11/11 – Deep Environmentalism 
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Reading: Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Biocentrism and 
Deep Ecology” and “Animal Protection” (pp. 153-154) and “Religious Environmental 
Activism” and “The Sustainability Paradigm” (pp. 156-158) in Chapter 4. 
Topics: 

• Endangered Species Act/Animal Rights 
• Arne Naess/Deep Ecology 
• Brundtland Commission/Sustainable Development 

 
Week 13 
11/16 – Environmental Justice 
Reading: Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Environmental 
Justice” (pp. 139-142) in Chapter 4, and “Environmental Justice Surges” through 
“Nature Preservation Versus Land Justice” (pp. 173-181) in Chapter 5. 
Topics:  

• PCBs in Warren County, NC and Robert Bullard, Dumping in Dixie 
• “Cancer Alley”/Louisiana Chemical Corridor Fights 
• People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit to Clinton Executive Order 

11/18 – Alaska: The Last Frontier 
Reading: Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Oil Disaster” (pp. 
158-159) in Chapter 4 and “The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge”(p. 181) in Chapter 5. 
Topics: 

• Trans-Alaska Pipeline and Exxon-Valdez Oil Spill 
• Alaska Native Claims and National Interest Lands 
• Arctic National Wildlife Refuge/Drilling in the Arctic 

 
 
Week 14 
11/23 - NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
11/25 – NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
 
Week 15 
11/30 - Climate Change 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 16, “Capitalism Versus the Earth” (pp. 262-
265); Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Rio: The Earth Summit” 
(pp. 182-184) and “Kyoto Protocol” (p. 186) in Chapter 5, and Beginning through 
“Global Climate Action” (pp. 197-207) in Chapter 6. 
Topics: 
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• The Discovery of Global Warming 
• Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
• Climate Change in the Courts 

12/2 - Anti-Environmentalism 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 15, “Shades of Green” (pp. 260-268); Spears, 
Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “The ‘Wise Use Movement” through 
“Window of Opportunity Closing” (pp. 184-186) in Chapter 5, and “Climate Denialism 
Forestalls Action” (pp. 208-209) in Chapter 6. 
Topics: 

• Wise Use Movement to Cliven and Ammon Bundy 
• Global Climate Coalition 
• Libertarian Opposition to Environmental Regulation 

 
Week 16 
12/7 – Anthropocene Challenges 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth, Chapter 16, “Capitalism Versus the Earth” (pp. 253-
262, 266-270); Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, “Precautionary 
Action in a Risk Society” through “Globalization, Direct Action, and the WTO” (pp. 
187-192) in Chapter 5. 
Topics: 

• The Green Revolution/Anti-GMOs 
• Invasive Species/Superweeds  
• Landfill Controversies 

12/9 – Water is Life 
Reading: Steinberg, Down to Earth (*2013 edition), Chapter 16, Section on “There Goes 
the Neighborhood” (PDF); Spears, Rethinking the American Environmental Movement, 
“Climate Action Efforts Redouble” through “Resistance Erupts” (pp. 209-228), in 
Chapter 6, and “Hope in a Strange Season” (pp. 236-240), in Chapter 7. 

• Deepwater Horizon Disaster/ Offshore Drilling  
• Clean Water and Environmental Justice 
• Pipeline Politics 

 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Teaching Policies & Resources 

ATTENDANCE AND CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
Students are responsible for attending class and for knowing an instructor’s attendance 
policies, which vary by course and content area. All students are expected to attend 
class and to contribute to its learning environment in part by complying with 
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University policies and directives regarding appropriate classroom behavior or other 
matters. 
 
ABSENCES 
Students are responsible for communicating with instructors as soon they know that an 
absence might occur or as soon as possible in the case of an illness or an unavoidable 
circumstance. Students can use the CLAS absence form to help communicate with 
instructors who will decide if the absence is excused or unexcused; the form is located 
on ICON within the top banner under "Student Tools.” Delays by students in 
communication with an instructor could result in a forfeit of what otherwise might be 
an excused absence.  See: Student Handbook: Attendance. 
 
ABSENCES: ILLNESS, UNAVOIDABLE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND UNIVERSITY 
SPONSORED ACTIVITIES 
Students who are ill, in an unavoidable circumstance affecting academic work, or miss 
class because of a University sponsored activity are allowed by UI policy to make up a 
missed exam. Documentation is required by the instructor except in the case of a brief 
illness. Students are responsible for communicating with instructors as soon as the 
absence is known. 
 
ABSENCES: HOLY DAYS  
Reasonable accommodations are allowed for students whose religious holy days 
coincide with their classroom assignments, tests, and attendance if the student notifies 
the instructor in writing of any such religious Holy Day conflicts within the first days of 
the semester and no later than the third week. (More Information) 
 
ABSENCES: MILITARY SERVICE OBLIGATIONS 
Students absent from class due to US veteran or US military service obligations 
(including military service-related medical appointments, military orders, and National 
Guard Service obligations) must be excused without penalty. Instructors must make 
reasonable accommodations to allow students to make-up exams or other work. 
Students must communicate with their instructors about the expected possibility of 
missing class as soon as possible. (More Information) 
 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
All undergraduates enrolled in courses offered by CLAS have in essence agreed to the 
College's Code of Academic Honesty. Academic misconduct affects a student's grade 
and is reported to the College which applies an additional sanction, such as suspension. 
Outcomes about misconduct are communicated through UI email. 
 
ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
UI is committed to providing an educational experience that is accessible to all students. 
A student may request academic accommodations for a disability (such as a mental 
health, attention, learning, vision, and a physical or health-related condition) through 
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the Student Disability Services (SDS) office. The student is responsible for discussing 
specific accommodations with the instructor. Note that accommodations are not 
granted retroactively but from the time of the student’s request to the instructor 
onward; additionally, accommodations must be requested at least two weeks in 
advance of the related assignment or exam. 
 
CLASS RECORDINGS: PRIVACY AND SHARING  
Course lectures and discussions are sometimes recorded or live-streamed. These are 
only available to students registered for the course and the intellectual property of the 
faculty member. These materials may not be shared or reproduced without the explicit 
written consent of the instructors. Students may not share these recordings with those 
who are not enrolled in the course; likewise, students may not upload recordings to any 
other online environment. Doing so is a breach of the Code of Student Conduct 
and could be a violation of the Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
 
COMMUNICATION: UI EMAIL 
Students are responsible for all official correspondences sent to their UI email address 
(@uiowa.edu) and must use this address for any communication with instructors or 
staff in the UI community. Emails should be respectful and brief, with complex matters 
addressed during the instructor’s drop-in hours, for example. Faculty are not expected 
to answer email after business hours or during the weekends. 
 
COMPLAINTS ABOUT ACADEMIC MATTERS  
Students with a complaint about a grade or related academic matter should first visit 
with the instructor and then with the course supervisor if one is assigned, and finally 
with the Chair of the department or program offering the course. Students may next 
bring the issue if not resolved to the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. (Student 
Handbook) 
 
FINAL EXAMINATION POLICIES 
The final exam schedule is published during the fifth week of the fall and spring 
semesters or on the first day of summer classes; students are responsible for knowing 
the date, time, and place of their final exams. Students should not make travel plans 
until knowing this information. A student with exams scheduled on the same day and 
time or who have more than two final exams on the same day should visit this page for 
how to resolve these problems by the given deadline. No exams may be scheduled the 
week before finals; some exceptions, however, have been made for labs, language 
courses, and off-cycle courses. 
 
FREE SPEECH AND EXPRESSION  
The University of Iowa supports and upholds the First Amendment protection of 
freedom of speech and the principles of academic and artistic freedom. We are 
committed to open inquiry, vigorous debate, and creative expression inside and outside 
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of the classroom. Visit Free Speech at Iowa for more information on the University’s 
policies on free speech and academic freedom. 
 
HOME OF THE COURSE 
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS) is home to this course, and governs the 
courses add and drop deadlines, the “second-grade only” option (SG0), and other 
undergraduate policies and procedures. Different UI colleges may have other policies or 
deadlines. See the Student Handbook. Questions? Contact CLAS at clasps@uiowa.edu 
or 319-335-2633. 
 
MENTAL HEALTH 
Students are encouraged to seek help as a preventive measure or if feeling stressed or 
overwhelmed. Students should talk to their instructors for guidance with specific class-
related concerns and are encouraged to contact University Counseling Service (UCS) at 
319-335-7294 during regular business hours to schedule an appointment. USC offers 
group and individual therapy as well as counseling for couples about relationships 
while making referrals to other resources. Student Health can also address related 
concerns. These visits are free to students. After hours, students are encouraged to call 
the Johnson County Community Crisis Line at (319) 351-0140 or dial 911 in an 
emergency.  
 
NONDISCRIMINATION IN THE CLASSROOM 
The University of Iowa is committed to making the classroom a respectful and inclusive 
space for people of all gender, sexual, racial, religious, and other identities. Toward this 
goal, students are invited in MyUI to optionally share the names and pronouns they 
would like their instructors and advisors to use to address them. The University of Iowa 
prohibits discrimination and harassment against individuals based on race, class, 
gender, sexual orientation, national origin, and other identity categories indicated by 
the University’s Human Rights policy. For more information, contact the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Diversity. 
 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
Sexual harassment subverts the mission of the University and threatens the well-being 
of students, faculty, and staff; all members of the UI community are expected to conduct 
themselves in a manner that maintains an environment free from sexual harassment 
and sexual misconduct. Those experiencing sexual harassment are strongly encouraged 
to report the incidents and to seek help through the Office of the Sexual Misconduct 
Response Coordinator. 
 

If the University is closed during class time for any reason, you are responsible for 
checking the class ICON homepage for immediate updates.  The instructor reserves 
the right to modify this syllabus and/or course policies as the semester progresses. 
Any changes will be presented in class and in announcements through ICON. 
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• Want	more	information	about	the	history	major	and	minor?	Visit	our	website.	
 
• Discover	what	careers	a	history	degree	might	lead	to.	Many	employers	

seek	the	analytical	thinking	and	writing	skills	that	history	builds.	
History	majors’	mid-	career	salaries	are	on	par	with	those	holding	
undergraduate	business	degrees,	and	history	majors	earn	more	than	
other	humanities	majors.	

 
• Learn	what	innovative	teaching	and	

research	projects	our	terrific	faculty	
members	are	doing	by	viewing	their	
individual	profiles	or	by	visiting	our	
Public	History	site.	

 
• Get	published!	Or	gain	experience	working	on	Iowa’s	undergraduate	

history	journal.	The	Iowa	Historical	Review	publishes	honors	
theses	and	other	historical	research	papers.	

 
• Join	Hawkeye	History	Corps,	our	history	club	for	social	events	

and	info	sessions	on	internships	and	careers.	Majors	and	non-
majors	welcome.	

 
• Questions	about	registration	or	history	major	requirements?	

Schedule	time	with	the	History	Advisor	or	check	out	the	
Handbook	for	Majors.	

 
• Interested	in	doing	original	historical	research	and	have	a	decent	

GPA?	Learn	how	to	pursue	Honors	in	the	History	Major.	
 
• Check	out	available	scholarships	and	internships.	
 

• Please	complete	your	online	course	evaluations	at	the	end	of	the	semester.	
 

• Visit	the	History	Advisor	or	Director	of	Undergraduate	Studies	with	any	questions.	
 

• We	love	to	recognize	our	students,	and	we’d	love	to	hear	what	you’re	doing!	If	you	have	an	internship,	a	
project,	or	news	you’d	like	to	share,	please	email	the	History	Department.	

clas.uiowa.edu/history History at University of Iowa 


