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American Environmental History
Fall 2019

TTH 2:00-3:15pm
E238 Adler Journalism Building (AJB)
University of Iowa
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
“Only an easygoing extremist would preserve every bit of
country. And extremists alone would exploit it all. Everyone
else has to think the matter through – choose a point of
tolerance, however much the point might tend to one side.”
- John McPhee, Coming into the Country

Professor Richard (Tyler) Priest, Department of History
Email: tyler-priest@uiowa.edu
Office: 163 Schaeffer Hall, 335-2096
Office hours: T 3:30-4:30pm, TH 12:00-1:00pm, and by appointment.
Bio: http://clas.uiowa.edu/history/people/r-tyler-priest
http://typriest.com/
Professor Landon Storrs,
Chair/DEO, Department of History
Contact: landon-storrs@uiowa.edu, 276 SH, 335-2303
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Course Description and Objectives:
This course provides an introduction to the subject of environmental change in
American history, covering topics on human-nature interactions from the
colonial period to the present. You will be encouraged to think about
environmental history from four different angles. First, you will consider how
humans have depended on, interacted with, and been shaped by the natural
world over time. Second, you will study how Americans have perceived and
assigned meaning to the natural world around them. Third, you will learn how
human attitudes and actions have altered or reshaped the American landscape.
Fourth, you will become sensitive to the gendered, class, and racial aspects of
environmental change.
Environmental history is one of the fastest growing and most innovative fields in
the larger discipline of history, and much of the pioneering work has been done
on American topics. Environmental history cuts across many different subfields
and draws on interdisciplinary research. The historical perspective you gain in
this course will give you an important foundation for studies in other historical
and environmental fields. We will try to view environmental history as more
than a discrete subfield. Instead, we will think about how to integrate the
environment into larger narratives of American history. We will also consider
the possible contributions that environmental history could make to
contemporary environmental controversies and policy-making.
Coursework will involve readings, documentary films, discussions, papers, and
quizzes. Readings, which are the heart of the course, will include writings and
documents from the period under study -- primary sources. For each meeting,
we will also read work by environmental historians, scholars, and journalists –
secondary sources – on various topics. Study guides will be provided with
questions for in-class discussion. Please review these before each class meeting.
We will also watch several documentary films that supplement and dramatize
the readings. For each class period, there will also be an “extra” reading, video,
or website, which connects the topic of the day to the present or reveals how the
past is relevant to the present. “Extra” reading assignments are explained below.
This class invites you to go further than mastering concrete historical facts about
environmental history. It asks you to think historically, to develop explanations
for why the past unfolded as it did, rather than along some other path. You will
practice the skills used by professional historians – posing informed questions
and then discovering and analyzing historical evidence and writings to answer
those questions. In addition to expanding your knowledge base, this course aims
to improve your oral and written expression of ideas and sharpen your skills in
critical reading and writing.
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Texts
The following required books may be purchased at Prairie Lights Bookstore or
from most book retailers on-line.
William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New
England (Hill and Wang, 2003), $15
Richard White, The Organic Machine: The Remaking of the Columbia River (Hill and
Wang, 1995), $14.95
Nathaniel Rich, Losing Earth: A Recent History (Farrar Straus & Giroux, 2019), $25
There is no traditional “textbook” assigned for this class. But if you wish to do
some background reading, you may consult Ted Steinberg, Down to Earth:
Nature’s Role in American History, 3rd ed. (New York: Oxford University Press,
2013), which is available as an e-book from UI Libraries online catalog).
Additional readings are posted in PDF form or by link on the Canvas course
website.
General Expectations:
The general expectation is that you come to the course eager to learn about
American environmental history. The course is designed with the assumption
that you have little prior knowledge of the subject. It helps for you to have some
background in U.S. history, but this is not required.
According to University of Iowa guidelines, in a three-semester-hour course,
students should expect (on average) 6 additional hours of outside work per week
or a total around 9 hours per course if classroom time is included. A student
taking 5 courses (3 s.h. each) should expect to spend around 45 hours a week on
academic work. The university considers 45 hours of academic work a week the
norm. Many students, especially those in their first-year, believe that studying "a
lot" means about 12 hours a week. Make sure to adjust your expectations
accordingly.
Canvas Course Management Website, https://uiowa.instructure.com/. We will
be using Canvas to manage materials for the class. The syllabus, PDFs of
readings, website links, announcements, and grades can all be accessed through
Canvas. Remember to check the Canvas course website regularly.
Format:
Each 75-minute class meeting will be conducted primarily through discussions,
with mini-lectures offered occasionally. You are responsible for arriving to class
prepared for discussion and having done the assigned reading for the day. I will
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usually provide study guides or discussion prompts in advance. These should
help focus your reading and set the classroom agenda. You should take notes on
both discussions and lectures. Part of learning is listening actively and taking
notes on things you find important.
Office Hours: Tues 3:30-4:30pm & Thu Noon-1pm, and by appointment.
Please come and talk with me whenever you have any questions about the
course materials or requirements, if you need help, or would like to know more
about a particular topic. If your schedule makes it difficult for you to come to
my office hours, send me an email or talk to me after class so that we can set up
an appointment at some time that works for both of us. Email is the best way to
contact me outside of the classroom. My policy is to respond to all student emails
during weekdays within 24 hours. I cannot guarantee that I will respond to
emails on weekends, but I usually find time to do so.
Attendance and Participation:
This is a relatively small class taught mainly in discussion format. It demands a
high level of engagement by students with the readings and assignments. Your
attendance is required for the entire 75-minute period. Come to class having
thoroughly prepared from the readings assigned for that day and be ready to
discuss them. I will call on students for their input. Occasionally, in-class
activities will include short writing assignments to gauge your preparation
and comprehension. The results of these will be factored into your attendance
and participation grade, thirty percent of which constitutes your final grade for
the course. Presentations on “extra” readings (see below) will also contribute to
your participation grade. If you are unable to attend class because of illness,
authorized University activities, or other circumstances that warrant special
attention, you must notify me by email or telephone at the earliest possible
opportunity or within 24 hours of missing the class. Only an excused absence
entitles students to make up graded work. You are allowed two unexcused
absences without suffering a penalty. I urge you to save these absences to use in
the event of a minor illness. Each unexcused absence beyond that will result a
point deduction. You are allowed two excused absences for short-term illness
without medical documentation, provided that you notify me by email within 24
hours of missing the class. For illness that requires you to miss class more than
two classes, you must provide documentation for the absence, which may
include a list of appointments from MyChart. For long-term absences (generally,
more than five days of classes), I will require a notification from the Registrar of
the reasons for the absences.
If a personal crisis affects your ability to complete the course or affects an entire
semester’s registration, you should immediately contact CLAS Academic
Programs and Student Development (120 Schaeffer Hall).
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Classroom Conduct:
Arrive to class on time and be attentive for the entire period. If you arrive late,
come in quietly – but don’t make arriving late a habit. During class time, do not
chat with neighbors, read materials unrelated to class, eat or drink noisily, or
otherwise disturb the meeting. Our time together is going to be brief, and I want
to honor it by filtering out as many outside distractions as I can.
Laptop computers are allowed in the classroom, provided that they are used
only for notetaking, consulting course readings, or tasks directly related to the
course. All phones and handheld devices must be stowed away during class
time. Silence all cell phones before you enter the room. Do not answer phones
or send/check messages during class. At all times, please be respectful of
classmates and the professor. The goal is to learn from others’ ideas in an open,
tolerant atmosphere.
Requirements and Evaluation:
At A Glance:
Assignment
Attendance
Participation
Essays (five total)
Online Quizzes (eight total)
Total

Due Date
Ongoing
Ongoing
Various
Various

Points/Percentage
20 points (10%)
40 points (20%)
100 points (50%)
40 points (20%)
200 points (100%)

Course Letter Grade:
There will be 100 points possible in the course, corresponding to the percentages
listed above. Your final grade will be calculated according to the following scale:
200-185 – A
184-179 – A178-173 – B+
172-165 – B
164-159 – B158-153 – C+
152-145 – C
144-139 – C138-133 – D+
132-125 – D
124-119 – D118 - -- F
A grade: demonstrates exceptional work that goes beyond the mere recitation of
content encountered in the class. Written A work demonstrates a high level of
critical thinking and analysis and the ability to synthesize concepts learned
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throughout the semester to produce an insightful perspective on the subject at
hand. To achieve an A, students must consistently attend class and demonstrate
preparedness.
B grade: attempts critical thinking and analysis and shows solid grasp of the
required reading. Students who achieve B-level work consistently attend class
and demonstrate preparedness.
C grade: demonstrates a basic level of effort and competence with the course
materials but also gaps in critical thinking, comprehension or synthesis of the
material, and incomplete command of basic facts. Irregular attendance often
results in C-level work.
D grade: does not meet basic standards of competency in the course. D-level
work shows incomprehension of the course content and falls short of
expectations for college-level coursework. A significant number of absences and
a failure to complete assignments often result in substandard work.
Grades for assignments will be returned and posted within 10 days usually no
sooner than one week after the assignments are submitted.
There is a window of two weeks for appealing grades. Once you have received a
grade for a given assignment (paper, quizzes), you have two weeks to appeal if
you think you have received an incorrect score. For example, I will not consider
an appeal at the end of the semester for the first paper. Rarely, and almost only
in the case of an obvious error, do I change grades.
Attendance
I will take class attendance every period. Grading criteria is as follows:
20 – No more than 2 unexcused absences during the semester
18 – No more than 3 unexcused absences during the semester
16 – No more than 4 unexcused absences
14 – No more than 5 unexcused absences
12 – No more than 6 unexcused absences
6 – More than 6 unexcused absences
0 – More than 10 unexcused absences
Participation
Participation will be evaluated in a number of ways, including timely arrival to
class, oral participation, discussion of extra materials, and occasional in-class
assignments such as small group discussion and short writing assignments.
36-40 – frequent and insightful participation demonstrating a consistently high
level of preparation and intellectual effort
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32-35 – frequent and informed participation in class discussion that indicates
good preparation
28-31 – infrequent participation in discussion that reflects merely adequate
preparation and effort
15-27 – infrequent participation and inadequate preparation
14 or below – little-to-no participation
Extra Reading
For each class meeting, there is an “extra” assignment, usually a short reading or
sometimes a video or website that connects the past to the present. Twice during
the semester, each student will be assigned to read or review this assignment and
provide a short oral description and analysis for the class as a way of initiating
discussion about the relevance of the past to the present. See “Extra Reading
Assignments” sheet for the schedule.
Essays
Over the span of the semester, you will submit five (5) essays on assigned topics
covered in the readings and discussion. These will be your main assignments for
the course. You will receive a question or prompt one week before the paper is
due. Each paper should be 4-6 pages (1000-1,500 words) in length and submitted
as a Word document electronically through Canvas. You will be required to
revise and resubmit your first two papers based on feedback you receive on your
initial drafts. Further instructions will be provided.
Quizzes
Over the span of the semester, you will also take eight (8) on-line quizzes. They
will consist of five questions (multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, true/false, or
short answer) on the assigned readings. They are intended to ensure that you
keep up with the reading and come prepared to class. Please take the quizzes on
your own and do not share answers with classmates, which would defeat the
purpose of learning the material. Each quiz is worth five points. The quizzes are
worth a combined total of 40 points or 20% of your final grade.
Missed Assignments
Only students whose absences are excused will be given the opportunity to make
up overdue assignments without penalty. It is expected that all work will be
made up as soon as possible after the missed assignment. It is the student’s
responsibility to contact the instructor immediately if a paper or quiz was missed
(or is about to be missed). Specific arrangements for make-ups will be made on a
case-by-case basis. Unless there are truly extraordinary circumstances, students
must contact the instructor within one day after the missed assignment to make
arrangements.

8
***Grades for each assignment will be posted within 10 days and usually no
sooner than one week after the assignments are submitted.

SCHEDULE

Week 1
8/27 – Introduction
8/29 – What is Environmental History?

Reading: “What is Environmental History?” in Carolyn Merchant, ed.,
Major Problems in American Environmental History: Documents and Essays 3rd ed.
(PDF in Canvas).

Week 2:
*First Online Quiz*
9/3 – The Columbian Exchange
Reading: Charles Mann, “1491,” Atlantic (March 2002),
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2002/03/1491/302445/;
Henry M. Brackenridge to Thomas Jefferson, July 25, 1813 (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Eva Botkin-Kowacki, “A Final Blow to Myth of How People Arrived in the
Americas,” The Christian Science Monitor (August 10, 2016),
https://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2016/0810/A-final-blow-to-myth-ofhow-people-arrived-in-the-Americas; Native Circle, “Bering Strait Myth,”
http://www.nativecircle.com/bering-strait-myth.html.

9/5 – The View from Walden

Reading: Henry David Thoreau, Journal, January 24, 1855 (PDF in Canvas);
Cronon, Changes in the Land, pp. 3-33.
Extra: Jason Mark, “In Defense of Henry David Thoreau,” Sierra (October 27,
2015), https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2015-5-september-october/greenlife/defense-henry-david-thoreau.

Week 3
9/10 – Bounding the Land

Reading: Cronon, Changes in the Land, pp. 36-107; “William Bradford Faces a
‘Hideous and Desolate Wilderness,’ 1620-1635” (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Maya Salam, “Everything You Learned About Thanksgiving Is Wrong,”
New York Times (November 21, 2017),
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/21/us/thanksgiving-myths-factcheck.html.

*Second Online Quiz*
9/12 – Changes in the Land

Reading: Cronon, Changes in the Land, pp. 108-170; “Edward Johnson Describes
the Transformation of the Wilderness, 1654” (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Calvin Martin, Review of Changes in the Land, Pacific Historical Review
(November 1984), pp. 506-508 (PDF in ICON); Dan Flores, “Twenty Years On:
Thoughts on Changes in the Land,” Agricultural History (Autumn 2004), p. 493-496
(PDF in ICON).

Week 4
9/16 – *First Essay Due,* 5pm in Canvas
9/17 – Essay Workshop
9/19 – Natural Rights and American Independence
Reading: Mark Fiege, “By the Law of Nature and of Nature’s God,” in Fiege, The
Republic of Nature: An Environmental History of the United States (2012), pp. 57-99
(PDF in Canvas); John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Chapter 2: The State
of Nature, https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/locke1689a.pdf.
Extra: Raphael Calel, “The Founding Fathers v. The Climate Change Skeptics,”
The Public Domain Review (2014),
https://publicdomainreview.org/2014/02/19/the-founding-fathers-v-theclimate-change-skeptics/.

Week 5
9/24 – King Cotton

Reading: Mark Fiege, “King Cotton: The Cotton Plant and Southern Slavery,” in
Fiege, The Republic of Nature, pp. 100-138 (PDF in Canvas); Solomon Northup,
Twelve Years a Slave, Chapter XII,
https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/northup/northup.html.
Extra: Tiya Miles, “Black Bodies, Green Spaces,” New York Times (June 16, 2019),
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/15/opinion/sunday/black-bodies-greenspaces.html.

*Third Online Quiz*
9/26 - Cities and Plains
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Reading: Charles Rosenberg, From The Cholera Years: The United States in 1832,
1849, and 1866 (PDF in Canvas); Dan Flores, “Bison Ecology and Bison
Diplomacy Redux: Another Look at the Southern Plains from 1800 to 1850” (PDF
in Canvas); Dr. Elisha Harris, Report on Public Health Conditions in New York
City (1865) (PDF in Canvas); Plenty-coups Mourns the Vanishing Buffalo,”
Recorded in 1950 (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Jim Bailey, “Bison: Still Not Back From the Brink,” Mountain Journal (May
2019), https://mountainjournal.org/wild-american-bison-are-still-not-backfrom-the-brink.

9/27 - *First Essay Rewrite Due,* 5pm in Canvas

Week 6
10/1 – War on the Land

Reading: Mark Fiege, “The Nature of Gettysburg: Environmental History and the
Civil War,” in Fiege, The Republic of Nature, pp. 199-227 (PDF in Canvas);
Alonzo Miller Civil War Diaries, November 1864 (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Ted Widmer, “The Civil War’s Environmental Impact,” New York Times
(November 15, 2014)
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/15/the-civil-warsenvironmental-impact/.

10/3 – Rails Across the Land

In-Class Video: PBS American Experience: The Transcontinental Railroad
Reading: William Gilpin, “The American Realizes That Progress Is Good,” in The
Cosmopolitan Railway (1890)(PDF in Canvas); Gene Stratton-Porter, “The Last
Passenger Pigeon,” The Outermost House (1928) (PDF in Canvas).

Week 7
10/7 – *Second Essay Due,* 5pm in Canvas
10/8 – Essay Discussion
10/10 – National Parks: The Scripture of Nature
Online Resource: National Park Service Timeline, https://networks.hnet.org/node/19397/pages/128824/national-park-service-timeline.
In-Class Film: PBS, The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, Episode 1, “The Scripture
of Nature” (1851-1890), Website and Episode Guide:
http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/about/.
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Extra: Karl Jacoby, “Ken Burns Gone Wild: Naturalizing the Nation in The
National Parks: America’s Best Idea,” The Public Historian (May 2011) (PDF in
Canvas).

Week 8
10/15 – Progressive Conservation

Reading: Samuel Hays, “From Conservation to Environment” (PDF in Canvas);
Carolyn Merchant, “The Women of the Progressive Conservation Crusade, 19001915” (PDF in Canvas); Gifford Pinchot, “Prosperity,” The Fight for Conservation
(1910) (PDF in Canvas) John Muir, “Hetch Hetchy Valley,” The Yosemite (1912)
(PDF in Canvas); “Jane Addams Works to Control Garbage in Chicago” (1910)
(PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Norman L. Christensen, “Preserving Nature on U.S. Federal Lands,” in
Minter and Pyne, After Preservation: Saving Nature in the Age of Humans (2015)
(PDF in Canvas).

*Fourth Online Quiz*
10/17 – Hydraulic Society
Reading: White, The Organic Machine, pp. 1-58; Woody Guthrie, “Grand Coulee
Dam”(1944), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vLZOKshJPs, Lyrics:
https://www.woodyguthrie.org/Lyrics/Grand_Coulee_Dam.htm.
Extra: Grand Coulee Dam: A Man-Made Marvel (Film),
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/grandcoulee/history/index.html

Week 9
10/22 – The Organic Machine

Reading: White, The Organic Machine, pp. 59-113; Timothy Egan, “Fight to Save
Salmon Starts Fight Over Water,” New York Times (April 1, 1991) (PDF in
Canvas).
Extra: Sierra Club, Washington State, “Best Chance to Save Wild Salmon in
Columbia Basin: Remove Four Dams on Lower Snake River,”
https://www.sierraclub.org/washington/best-chance-save-wild-salmoncolumbia-basin-remove-four-dams-lower-snake-river; James Conca, “Will
Removing Large Dams on the Snake River Help Salmon?” Forbes (November 29,
2016), https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2016/11/29/will-removinglarge-dams-on-the-snake-river-help-salmon/#70d5592e155b.

10/24 – The Dust Bowl
In-Class Video: PBS, The Dust Bowl, Episode 1

*Second Essay Re-write Due, 5pm in Canvas
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Week 10
10/29 – Agriculture and Drainage

Reading: Robert F. Sayre, “The Landscape of Capitalism,” The Iowa Review (2000)
(PDF in Canvas); C.G. Elliott, “Drainage of Farm Land,” U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Farmers’ Bulletin No. 187 (1904) (PDF in Canvas)
Extra: Sarah Garvin, Michael Burkart, David Osterberg, “Drainage Districts and
Nitrate Pollution in the Des Moines Lobe and Mississippi River Basin,” The Iowa
Policy Project (2017) (PDF in Canvas).

10/31 – The (Green) New Deal

Reading: Kevin Baker, “Where Our New World Begins: Politics, Power, and the
Green New Deal” Harper’s (May 2019), pp. 25-35 (PDF in Canvas); Civilian
Conservation Corps, “Woodsmanship for the Civilian Conservation Corps”
(1937) (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: The Living New Deal, https://livingnewdeal.org/project-categories/.

Week 11
11/4 - *Third Essay Due,* 5pm in Canvas
11/5 – The Trouble with Wilderness
Reading: William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness: Or, Getting Back to the
Wrong Nature,” Environmental History 1, 1 (January 1996): 7-28; Aldo Leopold,
“Thinking Like a Mountain,” and “The Land Ethic,” Sand County Almanac (PDF
in Canvas); Howard Zahniser, “The Wilderness Act of 1964” (PDF in Canvas)
Extra: The Wilderness Society, “Trump’s Land Grab – In 7 Maps”(December
2018),
https://wilderness.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=3c85766
bc4c44579a2a7bb133b70e774; The Wilderness Society, “Bipartisan Bill Signed to
Protect Wilderness, Boost Conservation Programs,” (March 12, 2019),
https://www.wilderness.org/articles/blog/bipartisan-bill-signed-protectwilderness-boost-conservation-programs.

*Fifth Online Quiz*
11/7 – Toxic Pollution
Reading: Charles Mann, “’Silent Spring & Other Writings’ Review: The Right and
Wrong of Rachel Carson,” Wall Street Journal (April 26, 2018) (PDF in Canvas);
Rachel Carson, “A Fable for Tomorrow” and “And No Birds Sing,” Silent Spring
(1962) (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Eric Lipton, “How the Trump Administration Pulled Back on Regulating
Toxic Chemicals,” YaleEnvironment360, February 12, 2019,
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https://e360.yale.edu/features/how-trump-administration-has-pulled-back-onregulating-toxic-chemicals.

Week 12
11/12 – Earth Days
In-Class Film: PBS American Experience: Earth Days
Reading: Lynn White, Jr., “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis” (1967);
Paul R. Ehrlich, “The Population Bomb” (1968); Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of
the Commons” (1964)(PDFs in Canvas).

11/14 – Sprawl and Biodiversity
Reading: Barbara L. Lawrence, “The Context and Causes of Sprawl” and
Elizabeth A. Johnson and Michael W. Klemens, “The Impacts of Sprawl on
Biodiversity,” both in Johnson and Klemens, Nature in Fragments: The Legacy of
Sprawl (2005) (PDF in Canvas); Standard State Zoning Enabling Act (1924) (PDF
in Canvas).
Extra: Kevin Kruse, “What Does a Traffic Jam in Atlanta Have to Do with
Segregation? Quite a Lot,” New York Times Magazine (August 14, 2019),
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/traffic-atlantasegregation.html; Editorial Board, “The Species Act, Endangered: ‘Like a Plan
from a Cartoon Villain’,” New York Times (August 17, 2019),
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/17/opinion/endangered-species-acttrump.html.

Week 13
*Sixth Online Quiz*
11/19 – Extreme Extraction

Reading: Tyler Priest, “Oil on the Edge: The Interrelated Histories of Oil in the
U.S. Gulf of Mexico and Alaskan Arctic” (Draft) (PDF in Canvas); Office of
Technology Assessment, Oil and Gas Technologies for the Arctic and Deepwater,
“Environmental Considerations,” pp. 10-11, May 1985 (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Shell Oil’s Deepwater Mission to Mars, https://dsps.lib.uiowa.edu/marsdeepwater-gulf/; National Geographic, September 2019, Arctic Open for
Business, https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/08/mapshows-how-ships-navigate-melting-arctic-feature/, Arctic Assets,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/2019/08/map-shows-eightnations-projecting-power-over-arctic-assets-feature/, The Thaw Speeds Up,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/08/how-abruptpermafrost-thaw-threatens-arctic-feature/.

11/21 – Deep and Radical Ecology
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Reading: Patrick Allitt, “Deep and Radical Ecology,” in A Climate of Crisis:
America in the Age of Environmentalism (2014) (PDF in Canvas); Dave Foreman,
“Strategic Monkeywrenching,” from Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching
(1993) (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: Peter Wohlleben, “The Language of Trees,” in The Hidden Life of Trees
(2015) (PDF in Canvas).

11/22 - *Fourth Essay Due,* 5pm in Canvas

Week 14
11/26 – *NO CLASS* – THANKSGIVING BREAK
11/28 – *NO CLASS* – THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week 15
*Seventh Online Quiz*
12/3 – Environmental Justice
Reading: Brinda Sarathy, “An Intersectional Reappraisal of the EnvironmentalJustice Movement,” in The Nature of Hope: Grassroots Organizing, Environmental
Justice, and Political Change (2018) (PDF in Canvas); Robert Bullard, From
Dumping in Dixie (1990) (PDF in Canvas): Christopher Foreman, “Environmental
Justice and Risk Assessment: The Uneasy Relationship,” Human and Ecological
Risk Assessment (2000) (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: The New School Tishman Environment and Design Center, Local Policies
for Environmental Justice (February 2019),
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/local-policies-environmental-justicenational-scan-tishman-201902.pdf.

12/5 – Anti- and Counter-Environmentalism

Reading: Patrick Allitt, “Anti- and Counter-Environmentalists,” in A Climate of
Crisis (PDF in Canvas); Ron Arnold, Address to Wise Use Leadership
Conference, February 3, 1993,
http://hettingern.people.cofc.edu/Environmental_Ethics/Ron_Arnold_Wise_U
se.htm; S. Fred Singer, “The Costs of Environmental Overregulation” (1993) (PDF
in Canvas).
Extra: Chris Mooney, “When Did Republicans Start Hating the Environment?”
Mother Jones (August 12, 2014),
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2014/08/republicansenvironment-hate-polarization/.
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Week 16
12/10 – Climate Change: Recognizing the Problem
Reading: Rich, Losing Earth, pp. 3-100; Roger Revelle, Testimony Before the
House Appropriations Committee, May 1957 (PDF in Canvas); James Hansen,
Testimony Before the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, June
1988 (PDF in Canvas).
Extra: James Hansen and Michael Shellenberger, “The Climate Needs Nuclear
Power,” Wall Street Journal (April 4, 2019) (PDF in Canvas).

*Eighth Online Quiz*
12/12 – Climate Change: Losing Earth?

Reading: Rich, Losing Earth, pp. 101-204; Climate Investigation Center, “Exxon
Knew” Documents, http://www.climatefiles.com/exxon-knew/.
Extra: ExxonMobil, Climate Change, https://corporate.exxonmobil.com/energyand-environment/environmental-protection/climate-change.

Week 17
12/16 – *Fifth Essay Due,* 5pm in Canvas
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Teaching Policies &
Resources
Administrative Home
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS) is the administrative home of
this course and governs its add/drop deadlines, the second-grade-only option,
and other policies. These policies vary by college
(https://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook).
Electronic Communication
Students are responsible for official correspondences sent to their UI email
address (uiowa.edu) and must use this address for all communication within UI
(Operations Manual, III.15.2).
Accommodations for Disabilities
UI is committed to an educational experience that is accessible to all students. A
student may request academic accommodations for a disability (such as mental
health, attention, learning, vision, and physical or health-related condition) by
registering with Student Disability Services (SDS). The student should then
discuss accommodations with the course instructor
(https://sds.studentlife.uiowa.edu/).
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Nondiscrimination in the Classroom
UI is committed to making the classroom a respectful and inclusive space for all
people irrespective of their gender, sexual, racial, religious or other identities.
Toward this goal, students are invited to optionally share their preferred names
and pronouns with their instructors and classmates. The University of Iowa
prohibits discrimination and harassment against individuals on the basis of race,
class, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, and other identity categories set
forth in the University’s Human Rights policy. For more information, contact the
Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity
(https://diversity.uiowa.edu/office/equal-opportunity-and-diversity).
Academic Integrity
All undergraduates enrolled in courses offered by CLAS have, in essence, agreed
to the College's Code of Academic Honesty. Misconduct is reported to the
College, resulting in suspension or other sanctions, with sanctions
communicated with the student through the UI email address
(https://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook/academic-fraud-honor-code).
CLAS Final Examination Policies
The final exam schedule for each semester is announced around the fifth week of
classes; students are responsible for knowing the date, time, and place of a final
exam. Students should not make travel plans until knowing this final exam
information. No exams of any kind are allowed the week before finals
(https://clas.uiowa.edu/faculty/teaching-policies-resources-examinationpolicies).
Making a Complaint
Students with a complaint should first visit with the instructor or course
supervisor and then with the departmental executive officer (DEO), also known
as the Chair. Students may then bring the concern to CLAS
(https://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook/student-rights-responsibilities).
Understanding Sexual Harassment
Sexual harassment subverts the mission of the University and threatens the wellbeing of students, faculty, and staff. All members of the UI community must
uphold the UI mission and contribute to a safe environment that enhances
learning. Incidents of sexual harassment must be reported immediately. For
assistance, definitions, and the full University policy, see
https://osmrc.uiowa.edu/.
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A Few Words from the
Department of History …
Would you like information about the History major and minor?
See https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/undergraduate
To learn what innovative teaching and research projects our terrific faculty
members are doing, you can look by faculty member
https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/people or check out our public history site
https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/public-history.
Thinking about majoring in history but not sure what jobs it might lead to?
Many fields seek the skills that analyzing and writing about history builds.
History majors’ mid-career salaries are on par with those holding undergraduate
business degrees, and history majors earn more than other humanities majors.
See here for more info:
https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/undergraduate/resources/careers
Majors and non-majors, join our history club for social events
and info sessions on internships and careers:
https://www.facebook.com/hawkeyehistorycorps/
History majors, see History’s undergraduate advisor before
you register for next semester:
https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/undergraduateprogram/advising-information . You can pick up the Handbook
for Majors from the advisor, or you can access the pdf version of it here:
https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/undergraduate-program/resourcesstudents/academic-resources
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History majors, remember to save your graded history papers for possible
inclusion in your senior year Portfolio (HIST 3193).
Interested in doing original historical research, and have a
decent GPA? Check out the History Honors thesis option.
Interested in publishing your honors thesis or other history
research paper, or in working on our undergraduate history
journal? See Iowa Historical Review

We want to hear from you!
•
•
•
•

Please complete your online course evaluations at the end of the semester
If you’ve done a history-related internship, please tell the Director of
Undergrad Studies
Visit the History Advisor or Director of Undergraduate Studies with any
questions
Get news from the History Department by following us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/history.uiowa

If the University is closed during class time for any reason, you are responsible
for checking the class ICON homepage for immediate updates.
The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus and/or course policies
as the semester progresses. Any changes will be presented in class and in
announcements through ICON.

