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Course Description and Objectives: 
 
This course provides an introduction to the subject of environmental change in 
American history, covering topics on human-nature interactions during the 19th 
and 20th centuries.  You will be encouraged to think about environmental history 
from four different angles.  First, you will consider how humans have depended 
on, interacted with, and been shaped by the natural world over time.  Second, 
you will study how Americans have perceived and assigned meaning to the 
natural world around them.  Third, you will learn how human attitudes and 
actions have altered or reshaped the American landscape.  Fourth, you will 
become sensitive to the gendered, class, and racial aspects of environmental 
change.   
 
Environmental history is one of the fastest growing and most innovative fields in 
the larger discipline of history, and much of the pioneering work has been done 
on American topics.  Environmental history cuts across many different subfields 
and draws on interdisciplinary research.  The historical perspective you gain in 
this course will give you an important foundation for studies in other historical 
and environmental fields.  We will try to view environmental history as more 
than a discrete subfield and think about how to integrate the environment into 
larger narratives of American history.  We will also consider the possible 
contributions that environmental history could make to contemporary 
environmental controversies and policy-making.  
 
Coursework will involve readings, documentary films, discussions, papers, and 
quizzes (see below for specific requirements).  Readings, which are the heart of 
the course, will take several forms.  First and foremost, you will be reading a 
collection of primary sources that feature classic and provocative American 
environmental writing since the early 19th century.  You will also occasionally 
read essays by environmental historians, scholars, and journalists – secondary 
sources – on various topics.  Finally, you will read a book-length narrative, 
another secondary source, on the history of environmentalism in the United 
States since World War II.  We will also watch several documentary films that 
supplement and dramatize the readings. 
 
The course is designed to focus your attention in three ways.  First, the anthology 
of environmental writing showcases that ways in which Americans have thought 
about and perceived the natural environment around them at various points in 
time.  Second, we will take several class periods to examine the emergence of the 
American National Park system.  This year, 2016, is the 100th anniversary of the 
National Park Service.  We will look at National Parks as symbols of human-
nature interactions in American history.  Third, we will spend most of the last 
half of the course on the rise of the U.S. environmental movement and 
environmental controversies in recent history. 
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This class invites you to go further than mastering concrete historical facts about 
environmental history.  It asks you to think historically, to develop your own 
explanations for why the past unfolded as it did, rather than along some other 
path.  You will practice the skills used by professional historians – posing 
informed questions and then discovering and analyzing historical evidence to 
answer those questions.  In addition to expanding your knowledge base, this 
course aims to improve your oral and written expression of ideas and sharpen 
your skills in critical reading and writing.   
 
Texts 
The following required books may be purchased at Prairie Lights Bookstore or 
from most book retailers on-line.		A copy is also on 4-hour reserve at the Main 
Library. 
 
Bill McKibben, ed., American Earth: Environmental Writing Since Thoreau (New 
York: Penguin, 2008) (Prairie Lights is offering a 25% discount on the cover price) 
 
Patrick Allitt, A Climate of Crisis: America in the Age of Environmentalism (New 
York: Penguin, 2014) 
 
There is no traditional “textbook” assigned for this class.  But if you wish to do 
some background reading, you may consult Ted Steinberg, Down to Earth: 
Nature’s Role in American History, 3rd ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2013), which is available as an e-book from UI Libraries online catalog). 
 
Additional readings are posted in PDF form or by link on the ICON course 
website. 
 
General Expectations: 
The general expectation is that you come to the course eager to learn about 
American environmental history.  The course is designed with the assumption 
that you have little prior knowledge of the subject.  It helps for you to have some 
background in U.S. history, but this is not required. 
 
According to University of Iowa guidelines, in a 3 semester-hour course students 
should expect (on average) 6 additional hours of outside work per week or a 
total around 9 hours per course if classroom time is included.  A student taking 5 
courses (3 s.h. each) should expect to spend around 45 hours a week on academic 
work.  The university considers 45 hours of academic work a week the norm.  
Many students, especially those in their first-year, believe that studying "a lot" 
means about 12 hours a week.  Make sure to adjust your expectations 
accordingly. 
 

http://site.ebrary.com/lib/uiowa/Doc?id=10084804
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ICON Course Management Website, https://icon.uiowa.edu/index.shtml.  We 
will be using ICON to manage materials for the class.  The syllabus, PDFs of 
readings, website links, announcements, and grades can all be accessed through 
ICON.  Remember to check the ICON course website regularly. 
 
Format: 
Each 75-minute class meeting will be conducted primarily through discussions, 
with mini-lectures offered occasionally.  You are responsible for arriving to class 
prepared for discussion and having done the assigned reading for the day.  I will 
usually provide study guides or discussion prompts in advance.  These should 
help focus your reading and set the classroom agenda.  You should take notes on 
both discussions and lectures.  Part of learning is listening actively and taking 
notes on things you find important.  Over the course of the semester there will 
also be five in-class quizzes, short group presentations, and tutorials on doing 
primary research. 
 
Attendance and Participation: 
This is a relatively small class taught mainly in discussion format.  It demands a 
high level of engagement by students with the readings and assignments.  Your 
attendance is required for the entire 75-minute period.  Come to class having 
thoroughly prepared from the readings assigned for that day, and be ready to 
discuss them.  I will call on students for their input.  Ten percent of the final 
grade is based on attendance and fifteen percent on participation in discussions.  
If you are unable to attend class because of illness, authorized University 
activities, or other circumstances that warrant special attention, you must notify 
me by email or telephone at the earliest possible opportunity or within 24 hours 
of missing the class.  Only an excused absence entitles students to make up 
graded work.  You are allowed two unexcused absences without suffering a 
penalty.  I urge you to save these absences to use in the event of a minor illness.  
Each unexcused absence beyond that will result a point deduction.  You are 
allowed two excused absences for short-term illness without medical 
documentation, provided that you notify me by email within 24 hours of missing 
the class.  For illness that requires you to miss class more than two classes, you 
must provide documentation for the absence, which may include a list of 
appointments from MyChart.  For long-term absences (generally, more than five 
days of classes), I will require a notification from the Registrar of the reasons for 
the absences.   If a personal crisis affects your ability to complete the course or 
affects an entire semester’s registration, you should immediately contact CLAS 
Academic Programs and Student Development (120 Schaeffer Hall).   
 
Classroom Conduct: 
Arrive to class on time and be attentive for the entire period.  If you arrive late, 
come in quietly – but don’t make arriving late a habit.  During class time, do not 
chat with neighbors, read materials unrelated to class, eat or drink noisily, or 

https://icon.uiowa.edu/index.shtml
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otherwise disturb the meeting.  Laptop computers are allowed in the classroom, 
provided that they are used only for note taking or tasks directly related to the 
course (however, see article from Scientific American explaining why taking notes 
by hand is much more effective than taking notes on a laptop:  
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-
with-a-laptop/).  Any student discovered using his/her laptop for other 
purposes during class time will forfeit the privilege for the rest of the semester.  
All phones and handheld devices must be stowed away during class time.  
Silence all cell phones before you enter the room.  Do not answer phones or 
send/check messages during class.  At all times, please be respectful of 
classmates and the professor.  The goal is to learn from others’ ideas in an open, 
tolerant atmosphere. 
 
Evaluation 
At A Glance: 
Assignment                    Due Date  Points/Percentage 
Attendance            Ongoing       10 points (10%) 
Participation                    Ongoing       15 points (15%) 
Short Papers (four total)         Various          20 points (20%) 
Quizzes (four total)          Various       10 points (10%) 
Group Discussion Lead         Various       10 points (10%) 
Reading and Discussion Journal       December 12      15 points (15%) 
Final Research Paper          December 15             20 points (20%)  
Total              100 points (100%) 
 
Course Letter Grade: 
There will be 100 points possible in the course, corresponding to the percentages 
listed above.  Your final grade will be calculated according to the following scale: 
100-93 – A 
92-90 – A- 
89-87 – B+ 
86-83 – B 
82-80 – B- 
79-77 – C+ 
76-73 – C 
72-70 – C- 
69-67 – D+ 
66-63 – D 
62-60 – D- 
59 -    -- F 
 
A grade: demonstrates exceptional work that goes beyond the mere recitation of 
content encountered in the class.  Written A work demonstrates a high level of 
critical thinking and analysis and the ability to synthesize concepts learned 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/
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throughout the semester to produce an insightful perspective on the subject at 
hand.  To achieve an A, students must consistently attend class and demonstrate 
preparedness.  
 
B grade: attempts critical thinking and analysis and shows solid grasp of the 
required reading. Students who achieve B-level work consistently attend class 
and demonstrate preparedness. 
 
C grade: demonstrates a basic level of effort and competence with the course 
materials but also gaps in critical thinking, comprehension or synthesis of the 
material, and incomplete command of basic facts.  Irregular attendance often 
results in C-level work. 
 
D grade: does not meet basic standards of competency in the course.  D-level 
work shows incomprehension of the course content and falls short of 
expectations for college-level coursework. A significant number of absences and 
a failure to complete assignments often result in substandard work. 
 
Grades for assignments will be returned and posted within 10 days usually no 
sooner than one week after the assignments are submitted. 
 
There is a window of two weeks for appealing grades.  Once you have received a 
grade for a given assignment (paper, quizzes), you have two weeks to appeal if 
you think you have received an incorrect score.  For example, I will not consider 
an appeal at the end of the semester for the first paper.  Rarely, and almost only 
in the case of an obvious error, do I change grades. 
 
Attendance  
I will take class attendance every period.  Grading criteria is as follows: 
10 – No more than 2 unexcused absences during the semester 
9 – No more than 3 unexcused absences during the semester 
8 – No more than 4 unexcused absences 
7 – No more than 5 unexcused absences 
6 – No more than 6 unexcused absences 
0 – More than 6 unexcused absences 
“F” for class – More than 10 unexcused absences 
 
Participation 
Participation will be evaluated in a number of ways, including timely arrival to 
class, oral participation and occasional in-class assignments such as answers to 
study guide questions or short writing that assesses either preparedness for 
discussion (i.e. doing the reading) or what you got out of discussion.   
 
14-15 – frequent and insightful participation demonstrating a consistently high 
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level of preparation and intellectual effort 
12-13 – frequent and informed participation in class discussion that indicates 
good preparation 
11 – infrequent participation in discussion that reflects merely adequate 
preparation and effort 
10 – infrequent participation and inadequate preparation 
9 or below – little-to-no participation 
 
Short Papers 
Over the course of the first ten weeks of the semester, you will submit four short 
papers on assigned topics covered in the reading and in class discussion.  You 
will receive a question or prompt one week before the paper is due.  Each paper 
should be 2-3 pages (500-750 words) in length and submitted as a Word 
document electronically through ICON.  You will have the opportunity to 
rewrite each paper for a higher grade based on feedback you receive on your first 
drafts.  Further instructions will be provided. 
 
Quizzes 
Also over the course of the first ten weeks, there will be four reading quizzes (see 
Schedule).  They will consist of four questions (multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, 
or short answer) on the assigned reading and will take no more than 10-15 
minutes of class time.  They are intended to ensure that you keep up with the 
reading and come prepared to class.  Each quiz is worth two points. The quizzes 
are worth a combined total of 10 points or 10% of your final grade.   
      
Group Discussion Lead 
Early in the semester the class will be divided into teams of three students, each 
assigned to lead discussion on a topic assigned during the last five weeks of the 
semester (marked with an “*” in the schedule).  The teams will conduct 
additional research on the subjects discussed in the assigned reading and make 
short presentations on their findings.  The group presentations will be 20-30 
minutes long, followed by Q&A.  Each group is required to meet with me to 
discuss sources and ideas for their presentations.  Detailed instructions will 
follow. 
 
Reading and Discussion Journal 
During our discussions in Weeks 10-16, students are required to keep a journal 
record of readings and discussions.  This should be a set of a set of written notes, 
questions, and/or comments with entries for each class/subject.  The length of 
each entry should be at least two paragraphs, or one double-spaced page (250 
words).  You do not have to complete an entry for day on which you lead 
discussion.  A preliminary draft (ungraded) of your journal is due on November 
15.  I will provide comments and suggestions for revising your early entries and 
completing the journal.  Your final journal submission is due on December 12. 
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Research Paper 
The final project for this class will be a 5-7-page research paper (1,250-1,750 
word) on an environmental history topic of your choice.  Detailed instructions 
will follow, and we will spend ample time discussing and designing our research 
agendas.   
 
Campus Resources for Assistance with Writing 
University of Iowa Writing Center, http://writingcenter.uiowa.edu/  
UI Department of History Writing Center, 
http://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-center  
 
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: Important Policies and Procedures	
Administrative Home 
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences is the administrative home of this 
course and governs matters such as the add/drop deadlines, the second-grade-
only option, and other related issues. Different colleges may have different 
policies. Questions may be addressed to 120 Schaeffer Hall, or see the 
CLAS Academic Policies Handbook. 
 
Electronic Communication 
University policy specifies that students are responsible for all official 
correspondences sent to their University of Iowa e-mail address (@uiowa.edu). 
Faculty and students should use this account for correspondence (Operations 
Manual, III.15.2. Scroll down to k.11). 
 
Accommodations for Disabilities 
A student seeking academic accommodations should first register with Student 
Disability Services and then meet privately with the course instructor to make 
particular arrangements. See www.uiowa.edu/~sds/ for more information. 
 
Academic Honesty 
All CLAS students have, in essence, agreed to the College's Code of Academic 
Honesty: "I pledge to do my own academic work and to excel to the best of my 
abilities, upholding the IOWA Challenge. I promise not to lie about my academic 
work, to cheat, or to steal the words or ideas of others; nor will I help fellow 
students to violate the Code of Academic Honesty."  Please familiarize yourself 
with the university’s policy on academic dishonesty at 
http://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook/academic-fraud-honor-code.  
Plagiarism, a form of academic dishonesty, includes, but is not limited to, 
intentional or unintentional use of direct quotes without proper attribution 
and/or quotation marks; the use of someone else’s ideas without appropriate 
attribution; and handing in someone else’s work as your own.  You will submit 
papers in electronic form to an ICON drop box that includes a plagiarism 

http://writingcenter.uiowa.edu/
http://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-center
http://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook
http://www.uiowa.edu/~our/opmanual/iii/15.htm#152
http://www.uiowa.edu/~our/opmanual/iii/15.htm#152
http://www.uiowa.edu/~sds/
http://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook/academic-fraud-honor-code
http://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook/academic-fraud-honor-code
http://thechallenge.uiowa.edu/
http://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook/academic-fraud-honor-code
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detection function.  Any student committing academic misconduct is reported to 
the College and placed on disciplinary probation or may be suspended or 
expelled (CLAS Academic Policies Handbook). 
 
CLAS Final Examination Policies 
The Registrar announces the date and time of every final examination generally 
by the tenth day of classes.  No exams of any kind are allowed during the last 
week of classes. All students should plan on being at the UI through the final 
examination period. Once the Registrar has announced the date, time, and 
location of each final exam, the complete schedule will be published on the 
Registrar's web site and will be shared with instructors and students.  It is the 
student's responsibility to know the date, time, and place of the final exam. 
	
Making a Suggestion or Complaint 
Students with a suggestion or complaint should first visit with the instructor and 
then with the departmental DEO (see contact info above). Complaints must be 
made within six months of the incident (CLAS Academic Policies Handbook). 
 
Understanding Sexual Harassment 
Sexual harassment subverts the mission of the University and threatens the well-
being of students, faculty, and staff. All members of the UI community have a 
responsibility to uphold this mission and to contribute to a safe environment that 
enhances learning. Incidents of sexual harassment should be reported 
immediately. See the UI Comprehensive Guide on Sexual Harassment for 
assistance, definitions, and the full University policy. 
 
Reacting Safely to Severe Weather 
In severe weather, class members should seek appropriate shelter immediately, 
leaving the classroom if necessary. The class will continue if possible when the 
event is over. For more information on Hawk Alert and the siren warning 
system, visit the Public Safety website. 
 
Resources for Students 
Students will find the Writing Center and the Speaking Center very useful for 
this course; the Tutor Iowa site is also very valuable for students seeking extra 
help: 
Writing Center: http://www.uiowa.edu/~writingc/  
Speaking Center: http://clas.uiowa.edu/rhetoric/for-students/speaking-center  
Tutor Iowa: http://tutor.uiowa.edu/  
 

SCHEDULE 

Week 1 

http://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook
http://clas.uiowa.edu/students/handbook/student-rights-responsibilities#rights
http://www.uiowa.edu/~eod/policies/sexual-harassment-guide/index.html
http://police.uiowa.edu/stay-informed/emergency-communication/
http://www.uiowa.edu/~writingc/
http://clas.uiowa.edu/rhetoric/for-students/speaking-center
http://tutor.uiowa.edu/
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8/23 – Introduction 
 
8/25 – What is Environmental History?  
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 189-214 (“Ecologists and Historians”) (PDF 
in ICON) 

  
 

Week 2 
8/30 – The Romantic Imagination: Henry David Thoreau 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. xxi-36 (“Introduction;” Henry David 
Thoreau, “Journals,” “Walden,” “Huckleberries”) 
 
9/1 – A Reconsideration of Thoreau 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 971-974 (Rebecca Solnit, “The Thoreau 
Problem”); Kathryn Schulz, “Pond Scum: Henry David Thoreau’s Moral Myopia,” 
The New Yorker (October 19, 2015) (PDF in ICON) 
 
 

Week 3 
9/6 – Scientific Environmentalism: George Perkins Marsh 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 71-80 (George Perkins Walsh, “Man and 
Nature”); David Lowenthal, “Nature and Morality from George Perkins Marsh 
to the Millennium,” Journal of Historical Geography 26, 1 (2000): 3-27 (PDF in 
ICON) 
Quiz #1 
 
9/8 – National Parks: The Scripture of Nature 
Online Resource: National Park Service Timeline, https://networks.h-
net.org/node/19397/pages/128824/national-park-service-timeline.  
In-Class Film: PBS, The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, Episode 1, “The Scripture 
of Nature” (1851-1890), Website and Episode Guide: 
http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/about/ 
Paper #1 
 
 

Week 4 
9/13 – Celebrating the Wild: John Muir 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 84-112 (John Muir, “A Thousand Mile 
Walk to the Gulf,” “A Wind Storm in the Forests,” “Hetch Hetchy Valley”) 
 
9/15 – National Parks: The Last Refuge 

https://networks.h-net.org/node/19397/pages/128824/national-park-service-timeline
https://networks.h-net.org/node/19397/pages/128824/national-park-service-timeline
http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/about/
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In-Class Film: PBS, The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, Episode 2, “The Last 
Refuge” (1890-1915) 
 
 

Week 5 
9/20 – Rethinking the National Park Idea 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 413-433 (Edward Abbey, “Polemic: 
Industrial Tourism and the National Parks”); “Yellowstone: America’s Wild Idea,” 
National Geographic (May 2016) (PDF in ICON); Karl Jacoby, “Ken Burns Gone 
Wild: Naturalizing the Nation in The National Parks: America’s Best Idea,” The 
Public Historian 33, no. 2 (May 2011): 19-23 (PDF in ICON) 
 
9/22 – The Ecological Indian 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 570-581, 632-658 (N. Scott Momaday, “A 
First American Views His Land;” William Cronon, “Seasons of Want and 
Plenty”) 
Quiz #2 
 
 

Week 6 
9/27 – Progressive Era Conservation 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 172-185; 192-214 (Gifford Pinchot, 
“Prosperity;” William T. Hornaday, “The Bird Tragedy on Laysan Island;” Gene 
Stratton Porter, “The Last Passenger Pigeon”) 
Paper #2 
 
9/29 – The Dust Bowl 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 239-244; 254-259 (Caroline Henderson, 
“Letter from the Dust Bowl;” John Steinbeck, “The Grapes of Wrath”) 
 
 

Week 7 
10/4 – The Land Ethic: Aldo Leopold 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 265-294 (Aldo Leopold, “A Sand County 
Almanac”); Harold Fromm, “Aldo Leopold: Aesthetic ‘Anthropocentrist’,” 
Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment, 1, no. 1 (Spring 1993): 43-50 
(PDF in ICON) 
Quiz #3 
 
10/6 – **No Class**  
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Week 8 
10/11 – Postwar Environmental Controversies 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 1-39 (“Introduction,” “The Schizophrenic 
Fifties”); McKibben, American Earth, 327-336 (E.B. White, “Sootfall and Fallout”)  
 
10/13 – Wilderness Preservation 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 225-234; 348-358; 392-394 (Robert 
Marshall, “Wintertrip into New Country;” William O. Douglas, “My Wilderness;” 
Howard Zahniser, “The Wilderness Act of 1964”) 
In-Class Film: PBS American Experience: Wild By Law 
 
 

Week 9 
10/18 – The Trouble With Wilderness 
Reading: William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness: Or, Getting Back to the 
Wrong Nature,” Environmental History 1, 1 (January 1996): 7-28 (PDF in ICON); 
McKibben, American Earth, pp. 516-529 (Wendell Berry, “Preserving Wilderness”) 
 
10/20 – Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 365-376 (Rachel Carson, “Silent Spring”) 
In-Class Film: PBS American Experience: Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring” 
Paper #3 
 
 

Week 10 
10/25 – Reassessing Silent Spring 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 40-52 (“Pollution and Pessimism”); Robert 
Zubrin, “The Truth About DDT and Silent Spring,” The New Atlantis (September 
27, 2012) (PDF in ICON) 
 
10/27 – Environmental Pessimism 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 52-66 (“Pollution and Pessmism”); 
McKibben, American Earth, pp. 405-412, 434-450 (Lynn White, Jr., “The Historical 
Roots of Our Ecological Crisis;” Paul R. Ehrlich, “The Population Bomb;” Garrett 
Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons”) 
Quiz #4 
 
 

Week 11 
11/1 – Earth Days 
In-Class Film: PBS American Experience: Earth Days 
Paper #4 
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11/3 – Politics and the Environment* 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 67-95 (“Politics and the Environment”); 
McKibben, American Earth, pp. 395-398, 399-404, 480-488 (Lyndon B. Johnson, 
“Remarks at the Signing of the Highway Beautification Act of 1965;” Kenneth E. 
Boulding, “The Economics of the Coming Spaceship Earth;” Denis Hayes, “The 
Beginning”) 
 
 

Week 12 
11/8 – Music, Poetry, Art and the Environment 
Reading: McKibben, American Earth, pp. 235-238, 489-492, 590-594 (Don Marquis, 
“What the Ants are Saying;” Joni Mitchell and Marvin Gaye, “Big Yellow Taxi,” 
Mercy Mercy Me;” R. Crumb, “A Short History of America”) 
*Extra Credit Assignment 
 
11/10 – Energy Crises* 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 96-121 (“Energy Politics”); McKibben, 
American Earth, pp. 559-569, 595-608 (Amory B. Lovins, “Energy Strategy: The 
Road Not Taken;” Wes Jackson, “Outside the Solar Village: One Utopian Farm”) 
 
 

Week 13 
11/15 – Toxic Environments*  
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 122-155 (“Crises and Critics”); McKibben, 
American Earth, pp. 609-621, 725-736 (Lois Marie Gibbs, “Love Canal: My Story;” 
Robert D. Bullard, “Dumping in Dixie”) 
*Preliminary Reading and Discussion Log Due 
 
11/17 – Anti- and Counter-Environmentalism* 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 156-188 (“Anti- and Counter-
environmentalists”); McKibben, American Earth, pp. 493-499 (John McPhee, 
“Encounters with the Archdruid”); Ron Arnold, “Overcoming Ideology,” Center 
for the Defense of Free Enterprise, 1996,	
http://www.colorado.edu/AmStudies/lewis/west/wisearnold.pdf.	 
 
 

Week 14 
11/24 – *NO CLASS* – THANKSGIVING BREAK  
 
11/26 – *NO CLASS* – THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 

http://www.colorado.edu/AmStudies/lewis/west/wisearnold.pdf
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Week 15 
11/29 – Deep and Radical Ecology* 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 215-238 (“Deep and Radical Ecology); 
McKibben, American Earth, pp. 907-918 (Julia Butterfly Hill, “The Legacy of 
Luna”) 
 
12/1 – Global Warming* 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 239-264 (“Global Warming”); McKibben, 
American Earth, pp. 718-724, 855-859 (Bill McKibben, “The End of Nature;” Al 
Gore, “Speech at the Kyoto Climate Change Conference”) 
 
 

Week 16 
12/6 – Environmental Issues of the 1990s* 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 265-297 (“Environmental Issues of the 
1990s”); McKibben, American Earth, pp. 760-769, 929-938 (Rick Bass, “The 
Ninemile Wolves;” Sandra Steingraber, “Having Faith”) 
 
12/8 – The New Millennium* 
Reading: Allitt, A Climate of Crisis, pp. 298-338 (“The New Millennium”); 
McKibben, American Earth, pp. 874-897, 948-960 (David Quammen, “Planet of 
Weeds;” Michael Pollen, “The Omnivore’s Dilemma”) 
 
 

Week 17 
12/12 – Final Reading and Discussion Log Due, 12pm, in ICON. 
 
12/15 – Final Research Paper Due, 12pm, in ICON. 

If the University is closed during class time for any reason, you are responsible 
for checking the class ICON homepage for immediate updates. 

The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus and/or course policies 
as the semester progresses. Any changes will be presented in class and in 
announcements through ICON. 

 
 
Extracurricular: 
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Consider joining the Hawkeye History Corps, the undergraduate club for UI 
History majors, https://www.facebook.com/hawkeyehistorycorps. 
 
Consider submitting your final research paper for the Iowa Historical Review, 
http://ir.uiowa.edu/iowa-historical-review/.  
 
If you are a History major with a 3.33+ GPA and not yet in the second semester 
of your junior year, consider writing a History honors thesis, 
http://clas.uiowa.edu/history/undergraduate/honors.  
 
 
Environmental History and Related Organizations 
 
American Society for Environmental History (ASEH), http://aseh.net/,  
 Journal: Environmental History, http://environmentalhistory.net/.  
ASEH Award Winners: 
 George Perkins Marsh Prize for Best Book in Environmental History, 
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/george-perkins-marsh-
prize-best-book-1 
 Leopold-Hidy Prize for Best Article in Environmental History, 
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/Leopold.pdf 
 Alice Hamilton Prize for Best Article Outside Environmental History, 
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-
recipients/AliceHamiltonPrizeforBestArticleOutsideEnvironmentalHistor1.pdf. 
  Rachel Carson Prize for Best Dissertation, http://aseh.net/awards-
funding/award-recipients/rachel-carson-award-for-best-dissertation-1  
 Essays from ASEH Presidents: 
http://environmentalhistory.net/presidents-addresses/  
 
European Society for Environmental History (ESEH), http://eseh.org/  
 Journal: Environment and History, 
http://eseh.org/resources/publications/environment-history/  
 
National Council on Public History (NCPH), http://uha.udayton.edu/ 
 Journal: The Public Historian, http://ncph.org/cms/publications-
resources/the-public-historian/  
 
Forest History Society, http://www.foresthistory.org/ 
 
Envirotech, http://envirotechweb.org/ 
 
Society for Historians of Technology (SHOT), 
http://www.historyoftechnology.org/ 
 Journal: Technology & Culture, http://www.techculture.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/hawkeyehistorycorps
http://ir.uiowa.edu/iowa-historical-review/
http://clas.uiowa.edu/history/undergraduate/honors
http://aseh.net/
http://environmentalhistory.net/
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/george-perkins-marsh-prize-best-book-1
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/george-perkins-marsh-prize-best-book-1
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/Leopold.pdf
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/AliceHamiltonPrizeforBestArticleOutsideEnvironmentalHistor1.pdf
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/AliceHamiltonPrizeforBestArticleOutsideEnvironmentalHistor1.pdf
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/rachel-carson-award-for-best-dissertation-1
http://aseh.net/awards-funding/award-recipients/rachel-carson-award-for-best-dissertation-1
http://environmentalhistory.net/presidents-addresses/
http://eseh.org/
http://eseh.org/resources/publications/environment-history/
http://uha.udayton.edu/
http://ncph.org/cms/publications-resources/the-public-historian/
http://ncph.org/cms/publications-resources/the-public-historian/
http://www.foresthistory.org/
http://envirotechweb.org/
http://www.historyoftechnology.org/
http://www.techculture.org/
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Western History Association (WHA), 
http://www.westernhistoryassociation.wildapricot.org/ 
 Journal: Western Historical Quarterly, http://www.usu.edu/whq/  
 
History of Science Society (HSS), http://www.hssonline.org/ 
 Journal: ISIS, http://www.jstor.org/page/journal/isis/about.html  
 
Agricultural History Society (AHS), http://www.aghistorysociety.org/ 
 
Urban History Association, http://uha.udayton.edu/  
 
Center for Culture, History, and Environment at the University of Wisconsin, 
http://che.nelson.wisc.edu/index.shtml 
 
H-Net Lists, http://www.h-net.org/lists/  (H-Enviro, H-Energy, H-Rural, etc.) 
 
 
 

http://www.westernhistoryassociation.wildapricot.org/
http://www.usu.edu/whq/
http://www.hssonline.org/
http://www.jstor.org/page/journal/isis/about.html
http://www.aghistorysociety.org/
http://uha.udayton.edu/
http://che.nelson.wisc.edu/index.shtml
http://www.h-net.org/lists/

